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The District 2026 brings together Europe’s real estate elite to explore the new investment cycle
The fifth edition of Southern Europe’s leading industry event will take place in Madrid from September 22 to 24, showcasing capital opportunities in the 2026-2027 property market
The forum will host The District World Summit, the congress at which leaders from the sector’s foremost funds and firms will share their outlooks, trends and projections across every real estate asset class
Madrid, March 12, 2026. – European real estate capital has a new appointment in Madrid, Spain. From 22 to 24 September, The District 2026 ,the largest property event in Southern Europe ,will be held at IFEMA Madrid, bringing together more than 15,000 industry executives. Attendees will gather to explore the macro-trends set to define the market in the final quarter of the year and throughout 2027, discover the most successful transactions, and open negotiations on new deals. 
The fifth edition of the event is presented under the strapline "Where Capital Takes the Lead", underscoring The District's position as the premier setting for investment, the driving force behind the initiation and completion of transactions. The District 2026 also arrives at a moment of industry recovery, with an anticipated surge in deal volume and no major shifts expected in monetary policy from either the ECB or the Fed.
On this point, Juan Velayos, Chairman of The District, notes: "We must seize this moment of renewed dynamism so that The District can continue to be the reference forum for understanding the market and identifying the opportunities presented by the current landscape, in which Southern Europe has become a strategic destination thanks to its stability, institutional solidity and maturity. There is therefore no better place to hold The District than Southern Europe itself, the very stage on which so many decisions are being made and trends defined that will shape this new cycle."
Those who will uncover the opportunities of this new environment represent the entire industry value chain: from investment funds, sovereign wealth funds, private equity, family offices, SOCIMIs, banks and alternative financing sources, through to major landowners, public administrations, operators, developers, brokers, commercial agents, consultancies and property managers.
The largest European congress for real estate capital
As part of The District 2026, The District World Summit will take place, the largest congress dedicated to the full spectrum of investment sources at a European level. More than 450 experts, comprising leaders of international funds and sector firms, will examine the evolution of property through three key lenses. The first is the development of capital markets structures. The second is the transformation being experienced across Living, Offices, Hotels, Retail, Healthcare, Industrial & Logistics, Infrastructure, Energy, Data Centres and alternative assets. And the third is the growing importance of meeting ESG criteria to enhance property returns.
Against this backdrop, the summit will also bring to the table issues currently determining the trajectory of European real estate: the shortage of affordable housing, rising demand for student housing, the appeal of the Mediterranean region, the sustained growth of hospitality, and the performance of data centres driven by the expansion of AI, amongst other matters.
This content, spanning a programme of more than 190 sessions, will be structured around eight vertical forums: Living, Offices & Workspaces, Hospitality, Retail, Industry & Logistics, Data Centres, Infra & Energy, and Alternative Assets. It will also be organised across ten thematic agendas: Affordable Housing, Megatrends, Capital Markets, Global Market Overview, ESG & Beyond, PropTech Ecosystem, Services, Emerging Assets, Fundraising, and AI & Tech Trends.
Over the course of five editions, The District World Summit has welcomed prominent figures such as James Seppala, Head of Real Estate in Europe at Blackstone; Michael Abel, Founder and CEO of Greykite; Mads Rude, Managing Director of Patrizia; Maria Terzini, Principal at TPG Europe; and Concha Osácar, Founder of Azora,  all of whom have shared their projections and insights.
Business environment
Beyond its congress area, The District 2026 will also host a hospitality zone in which more than 360 firms will relocate their offices to present their investment and divestment opportunities, whilst also holding private meetings to strengthen strategic relationships.
To maximise opportunities for synergies, the event has organised a comprehensive programme of high-level parallel activities, including The World-Class District Awards 2026, the most prestigious accolades in real estate, recognising those who stand out for their transactions and projects, as well as the Leadership Summits, exclusive luncheons bringing together senior executives, industry entrepreneurs and public administrations, amongst other gatherings.

About The District (22–24 September 2026, Madrid): The District is the largest European event dedicated to real estate from an investment perspective. The summit features a Hospitality area and a content programme within The District World Summit — the global reference congress on capital structures in the real estate industry — comprising five auditoriums. It is the foremost meeting forum bringing together the different players across the real estate sector who are seeking opportunities and new property projects to drive urban transformation, with the aim of shaping the future of the industry in Europe. The District is an event organised by NEBEXT – Next Business Exhibitions.

For further information and press materials:
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